
coronavirus  
absence 
quick guide

My child has 
coronavirus symptoms

	» Your child shouldn’t 
attend School
	» Your child  should get 
a test
	» Your whole 
household self-
isolates while waiting 
for a test result
	» Inform the school 
immediately about  
test result
	» Access online 
learning if 
well enough

what to do if

action

back to School When your child’s test 
comes back  

negative and they 
are symptom free 

for 48 hours

My Child has  tested 
positive for 
coronavirus

	» Your child shouldn’t 
attend School
	» Your child should 
self-isolate for at 
least 10 days from 
when symptoms 
started or date of test
	» Inform the school 
immediately about  
test result
	» Your household self-
isolates for 14 days 
from when symptoms 
started or date of test
	» Access online 
learning if 
well enough

When your child 
completes 10 days self-
isolation and have been 
without a fever for at 

least 48 hours.
Your child can return 
to school even if they 
have a cough or loss 
of smell/taste. These 
symptoms can last for 
several weeks once the 

infection has gone

Somebody my  
child lives with has  

coronavirus symptoms 

	» Your child shouldn’t 
attend School
	» Household member 
with symptoms 
should get a test
	» Your whole 
household self-
isolates while waiting 
for a test result
	» Inform the school 
immediately about  
test result
	» Access online 
learning

When household 
members test is 
negative, and 

your child does not 
have symptoms

Somebody your  
child lives with has 
tested positive  for 

coronavirus 

	» Your child shouldn’t 
attend School
	» Your whole household 
self-isolates for 14 
days from when 
symptoms started or 
from date of test
	» Access online 
learning

When your child 
completes 14 days self-
isolation, even if they 

test negative during the 
14 days

Test and trace have 
told me that my child 
has had ‘close contact ’ 
with somebody with 
a confirmed case of 

coronavirus

	» Your child shouldn’t 
attend School
	» You should self-
isolate for 14 days 
even if you test 
negative during the 
14 days
	» Household doesn’t 
need to self-isolate, 
unless they are 
deemed to have had  
‘close contact’
	» Inform the school 
	» Access online 
learning

When your child 
completes 14 days self-
isolation, even if they 

test negative during the 
14 days

My child/we have 
travelled  

and have to  
self-isolate

Should I get  
a test

	» Check FCO  
advice before 
travelling
	» Your child shouldn’t 
attend School
	» Your child should 
self-isolate for 14 
days even if they test 
negative during the 
14 days
	» Your household self-
isolates for 14 days 
from when symptoms 
started or date of test
	» Access online 
learning

	» Only people 
with coronavirus 
symptoms should get 
a test
	» If your child does not 
have symptoms you 
are advised not to 
get a test, even if you 
are a ‘close contact’ 
of someone who has 
tested positive for 
coronavirus

When your child 
completes 14 days self-
isolation, even if they 

test negative during the 
14 days

As long as none 
of this applies to  
you please come  

back

?

visit gov.uk/backtoschool for more info.


